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Facts: 37th Annual Bud L ight St. Louis Grand Pr ix 
 
WHAT: One of Nor th Amer ica’s oldest and most prestigious powerboat races, 

organized by the Concord Village L ions Club and Professional Firefighters of 
Eastern Missour i, Local 2665, to suppor t their  char itable activities 

 
WHEN: Saturday and Sunday, August 2-3, 2008 

Saturday: Testing, qualifying, racing and wakeboarding shows from 9 a.m.  
to 6 p.m. 

  Sunday: Testing, racing and water  ski shows from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
WHERE: Creve Coeur  Lake in Creve Coeur  County Park, Mar ine Avenue,  

West St. Louis County 
 
WHO: The top dr ivers in the F1 Champ Boat Ser ies plus a water  ski show  
 
 The Champ, Champ2 and Texas-Tr i-Hulls classes of race boat 
 

Local dr ivers include Tim Seebold and the Bud L ight Racing Team of Fenton, 
Mo. Also entered are Lynn Simburger  of Elsah, I ll., Todd Beckman of St. Louis 
and Matt Sadl of Pacific, Mo. International entrants include Nithat Khunjeng 
of Bangkok, Thailand, and Br ian Venton of Toronto, Ontar io. 
 

TICKETS: Two-day tickets are $20 at the gate or  $15 in advance if purchased from select 
Schnucks Markets, members of the Concord Village L ions Club or  members of 
Professional Firefighters Local 2655. Children under  12 are admitted free. 

 
INFORMATION: (314) 616-4589 or  www.stlgrandpr ix.net 
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2008 Bud L ight St. Louis Grand Pr ix Schedule 
 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM  Bud Light Cup Champ Testing   
9:00 AM – 9:15 AM  Texas Tri-Hulls Testing 
9:15 AM – 10:15 AM  Environmental Operations  Champ2  Testing 
10:30 AM - 11:30 AM Bud Light Cup Champ  Testing 
11:45 AM -12:15 PM  Driver And Crew Meeting At Pavilion (All Classes) 
12:30 PM - 1:00 PM  Texas  Tri-Hulls Heat # 1 (7  Laps) 
1:15 PM - 1:30 PM  Opening Ceremonies--Doc’s Harley-Davidson Wakeboarding Show 
1:30 PM – 1:45 PM  Environmental Operations  Champ2  Time Trials,  (2 Laps) 
2:00 PM - 2:30 PM  Environmental  Operations Champ2 1st Group Heat 1-A (10 Laps)  
2:30 PM - 3:00 PM      Environmental Operations Champ2  2nd Group  Heat  2-A (10 laps) 
    Doc’s Harley–Davidson Wakeboarding Show  
3:30 PM -- 4:00 PM  Bud Light Cup Champ Time Trials  (2 Laps)  
4:00PM -- 4:30 PM  Bud Light Cup Champ 1st Group Heat 1-A (10 Laps, Split  Field) 
4:30 PM -- 5:00 PM  Bud Light Cup Champ 2nd Group Heat 2- A(10 Laps, Split  Field) 
5:00 PM – 5:30 PM  Texas Tri-Hulls Heat #2 (7  Laps) 
5:30 PM - 6:00 PM  Doc’s Harley-Davidson Wakeboarding Show  
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 
8:00 AM - 8:45 AM  Environmental Operations Champ2 Testing 
8:45 AM - 9:15 AM  Texas Tri-Hulls Testing 
9:15 AM - 10:30 AM  Bud Light Cup Champ  Testing 
10:30 AM - 10:45 AM Drivers Meeting 
10:45 AM - 11:00 AM Legacy Powerboat Ministry Non–Denominatioal Services In Pit  Area 
11:15 AM - 11:45 AM  Environmental Operations Champ2 Last Chance Heat (15 Laps)  
12:00 PM - 12:30 PM  Bud Light Cup Champ Last Chance Heat (15 Laps) 
12:45 PM - 1:15 PM  Texas Tri–Hulls Heat #3 (7 Laps) 
1:30 PM - 1:45 PM  Opening Ceremonies-Doc’s Harley-Davidson Water Ski Show 
1:45 PM - 2:15 PM  Driver Autograph Session/Dale Blue Music/Big Tent 
1:45 PM - 2:15 PM  Texas Tri-Hulls Heat #4 (7 laps) 
2:15 PM - 3:15 PM  Environmental Operations Cup Champ2 Final (30 Laps) 
3:15 PM - 3:45 PM  Doc’s Harley-Davidson Water Ski Show 
3:45 PM ¬- 4:45 PM   Bud Light Cup Champ Final (50 Laps) 
4:45 PM – 5:00 PM  Texas Tri–Hulls Final (10 Laps)   
5:00 PM    Awards Ceremony and Dale Blue Bud Light Tour under Big Tent  
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World’s Fastest Outboard Powerboats and Drivers 
On Tap for 2008 Bud Light St. Louis Grand Prix 

  
The world’s top class in outboard powerboat racing is returning to Creve Coeur Lake for 

the 37th running of the Bud Light St. Louis Grand Prix, which long ago gained status as one of the 
most prestigious boat races anywhere. The 2008 Bud Light Grand Prix will be held Aug. 2-3 at 
Creve Coeur Lake west of St. Louis, Mo.  

 
The event is organized by the Concord Village Lions Club and Professional Firefighters of 

Eastern Missouri, Local 2665, to support their charitable activities. 
 
The Concord Village Lions could reach the $3-million plateau in charitable donations in 

2008 from the proceeds of the boat race and the club’s annual golf and fishing tournaments. 
 
Great food and drink, a children’s petting zoo, playground games and displays of 

firefighting equipment will be part of the weekend, which will attract the top boat racing teams in 
North America. Activities on the lake include a water ski show sponsored by Doc’s Harley-
Davidson. During the weekend children may buy five minutes of play time with a radio-controlled 
boat for $1. At the end of the weekend, a drawing will be held to give away five radio-controlled 
boats to participating children. 

 
In its first 36 years this race, which has become known as the “ Indy 500”  of boat racing, 

has raised approximately $2 million for local charities supported by St. Louis-area Lions Clubs. 
Since the race moved to Creve Coeur Lake it has become the largest annual tourism event in west 
St. Louis County. Based on the estimates of SLGP organizers and the Maryland Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, the race attracts more than half a million dollars of spending to the 
area. 

 
The race will be videotaped for a half-hour national television program on the Speed 

Channel. 
 

The Most Prestigious Powerboat Race in America 
This year the race will feature, as always, the world’s top class in outboard boat racing, the 

Champ boat. St. Louis is one of eight stops for the Champ Boat Series in 2008.  
 

(more) 
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The event also will feature the Champ2 (SST-120) and Texas Tri-Hull classes of race 

boats. 
 
Ticket Information 

Admission is $20 at the gate for a two-day ticket or $15 in advance. Advance tickets are 
available at selected Schnucks Markets, members of the Concord Village Lions Clubs or members 
of Professional Firefighters Local 2665. Children 12 and under are admitted free throughout the 
weekend. For ticket information, call (314) 616-4589 or visit www.stlgrandprix.net. 
 
The Drivers 
 Tim Seebold, a native of South County who now operates marine businesses in Fenton and 
Osage Beach, won the Bud Light Grand Prix in 2004, 2005 and 2007. The driver of the Bud Light 
Racing team boat, Tim is a five-time national Champ boat champion. 
 
 Other area drivers expected to compete are Lynn Simburger of Elsah, Ill., Todd Beckman 
of St. Louis and Matt Sadl of Pacific, Mo. 
 
Driver Milestones 
 Only 17 drivers have won the top class in the St. Louis Grand Prix since the race was 
founded in 1972.  
 
 A victory in the 37th Bud Light Grand Prix would make Tim Seebold just the third driver to 
win the race four times or more. This mark was previously achieved by his brother, Mike Seebold, 
who has won the race six times, and father, Bill Seebold, who was a seven-time winner. 
 
 Also competing will be Terry Rinker of Tampa, Fla., who won the race in 2003 and 2006. 
He is one of seven drivers with multiple St. Louis victories. If he wins in 2008, he would join Tim 
Seebold in a tie for third on the all-time win list. 
 
 The current ChampBoat Series points leader in Shaun Torrente of Homestead, Fla. With a 
St. Louis victory in the Champ class he would become the 18th driver to win in the Champ class 
and first driver to win at St. Louis in three classes. He was the SST-45 class winner in 1999 and 
2000 and the SST-120 winner in 2004.  

 
The “ Champ”  

The king of the hill in outboard powerboat racing is the “Formula 1”  or “Champ” boat that 
is raced across North America and around the world. 

 
Champ boats are 16©6" to 17© in length. Most are powered by a 2.5-liter, two-stroke, 

electronically fuel injected, V-6 Mercury engine that produces about 400 horsepower. The boats, 
made of imported woods, fiberglass, Kevlar and carbon fiber, must weigh a minimum of 1,155 
pounds at the end of a race.  

 
(more) 
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Champ boats can accelerate from zero to 100 m.p.h. in 3.5 seconds and reach top speeds 

near 140 m.p.h. They pull up to four “Gs”  in the turns, making them the hardest-cornering racing 
machines on earth. 
 

The hulls have a tunnel running under the center of the boat. As the boat is trimmed out for 
the straightaways, air packed under the tunnel lifts most of the boat out of the water to reduce drag 
and produce higher speeds. If the boat is trimmed out of the water too much, or if a gust of wind 
or the spray from another boat adds too much lift, the boat can leave the water in a crash called a 
“blow over.”  

 
A new Champ boat hits the water with a price tag of about $70,000. The high speed and 

nimble handling of these craft create very exciting racing on the water, as the Champ boats run 
within inches of each other and often make contact. 

 
Champ2 

The  Champ2 race boats are similar in construction and appearance to the Champ boat but 
are approximately 16 feet in length. They are powered by a highly-regulated, 120-cubic-inch, 
Mercury Racing engine fitted with carburetors rather than fuel injection. The Champ2 boats reach 
top speeds of 110 to 120 m.p.h. 

 
Texas Tri-Hulls 

St. Louis boat racing fans are accustomed to the high speeds and pinpoint handling of 
various classes of tunnel-hull boats. The Texas Tri-Hulls don’ t run like that! 
     The Tri-Hull class offers a relatively inexpensive means to enjoy the thrills and camaraderie of 
boat racing. These craft are based on tri-hull recreational boats that were originally designed to 
provide a comfortable ride. Trimmed out to the max, however, the ride looks anything but 
comfortable as these boats bound off the waves -- and each other -- through a weekend of heat 
races culminating with an event champion. 
     The class rules require a tri-hull boat at least 15 feet in length and powered by an outboard 
engine of no more than 100 cubic inches. Some gearcase modifications are permitted. A notable 
modification to the hull is a roll cage surrounding the driver. 
     To discourage excessive expenditures, engines are subject to a claiming rule. Other members 
of SPORT, the tri-hull sanctioning body, may claim an engine, trim system, propeller and 
mounting plate from another team for $2,500. 

 
Creve Coeur Lake 

Creve Coeur Lake provides a beautiful setting at a central location that makes the event 
easily accessible to people living anywhere in the St. Louis metropolitan area. The park holds 
hundreds of acres of parking within sight of the lake and virtually unlimited space for vendor 
displays and the best hospitality arrangement that can be found at any boat race in the world. 

 
The Concord Village Lions Club is the lead organizing club of the race. Bill Seebold, who 

encouraged the Concord Lions to start the race 37 years ago, is serving as race chairman.  
 

(more) 
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The St. Louis Grand Prix has been held every year except 1993, when the "Great Flood" 
made racing impossible. Top drivers continue to come from all over the world to try to add a 
coveted St. Louis trophy to their collections.  

 
The History of Tunnel-Boat Racing 

The form of boat racing now known as ChampBoat can trace its roots back to the early 
1960s on the European UIM (Union of International Motorboating) circuit. Previous racing 
classes consisted of boats with V-bottom hulls that were very similar to pleasure craft and often 
were simply modified pleasure boats. 

 
But things began to change about 1962 when two boat builders, Dieter Schultz of Austria 

and Angelo Molinari of Italy, began exploring the superior performance characteristics, both in 
speed and handling, of tunnel-hull boats racing in the Mod OZ class. (“OZ” signified “Outboard 
Z,”  meaning it was the ultimate unlimited class.) 

 
Tunnel hulls enable the boats to float on air as well as water while speeding down 

straightaways. At the end of the straight, the tunnel allows sharp guiding surfaces on the bottom of 
the two sponsons to drop into the water and provide superior “bite”  to execute tighter turns. 

 
The first tunnel-hull boat came to the U.S. in 1964. Over the years the class has been 

known by a variety of names, such as Mod-OZ, Mod R and Champ. Today this type of boat often 
is referred to as the “Champ” boat because, as in oval track car racing, it represents the top level 
of its sport. The boats earned their own world class in 1988 and continue to be a leading 
motorsport in Europe and Asia as well as North America. 

 
“The tunnel boats excelled when compared to the V-bottoms. From a driver standpoint, a 

tunnel hull drives and acts more like a racing vehicle than a pleasure boat being raced. That is 
what a lot of race boats used to be,”  said Bill Seebold, whose factory builds more than one-third 
of the Champ boats raced around the globe. His shop began building tunnel boats shortly after the 
concept first came to the U.S. 

 
“Tunnel-hulls can run higher speeds in rougher water conditions and on tighter race 

courses, which makes the sport much more friendly and exciting for spectators.”  
 
Getting the maximum performance out of a tunnel boat requires that a driver fly it as close 

to the edge of possible. This means that a sudden gust of wind, rolling wave or bump from a 
“ friendly”  competitor can have serious results. 

 
### 


